
Pippins Class

Phonics Evening

Welcome!



Aims and Objectives

• Outline our Reception ethos 

• End of EYFS Curriculum Goals 

• How we teach phonics

• Encouraging writing

• How you can support at home



Curriculum Approach

‘Play is the highest form of research’ 
Albert Einstein

• 'Children are ‘hands-on’ learners. They acquire knowledge through playful 
interaction with objects and people’ - Unicef & Lego Foundation

• ‘When you see your child playing, remember: they are not ‘just playing’. They are 
thinking, communicating, negotiating, imagining, problem-solving, practising, 
persevering — and learning.’

• ‘The goal of early childhood education should be to activate the child’s own 
natural desire to learn’ - Maria Montessori

https://www.unicef.org/sites/default/files/2018-12/UNICEF-Lego-Foundation-Learning-through-Play.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com




Little Wandle

• Still very play-based and fun. I adapt in the moment!

• Almost all of the words in the English Language can be worked out using 
what we call the Alphabetic code - this is made up of 44 sounds or 
‘phonemes’. We teach a picture side to help them remember, as well as the 
grapheme.

• Everything you need to know is here!

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Little Wandle



Reading

• Children are taught to recognise the connection between the sounds 
(phonemes) and the letters used to write them down (graphemes)

• When we read we see the letters written down and change them back 
into sound. We join them together and read! (this is called sounding out
and blending ). 

• Early books have sound buttons to help.
• Reading books will start to come home when they are blending 

confidently. Try to read every day if possible!
• Encourage reading with pace, fluency and confidence. Make it sound 

interesting! (prosody)



Vocabulary

• Phoneme 
• Grapheme
• Digraph e.g ck th sh
• Trigraph e.g igh
• GPC - Grapheme/ Phoneme/Correspondence
• Tricky words
• Sounding out
• Blending – Oral blending/ Blending in your head
• Prosody- reading naturally and with expression
• Segmenting and Segmenting fingers- used for spelling
• Chunking – used for reading longer words



Writing

The 2025 DfE Writing Framework places particular importance on 
Reception as the year when children build the foundations for future 
writing. It emphasises that children need plenty of opportunities to talk, 
develop their ideas, practise phonics and spelling, and learn how to form 
letters correctly. Children should be encouraged to say a sentence aloud 
before attempting to write it, and to develop the strength and control 
needed for writing through everyday activities and play. The focus is on 
building secure foundations rather than expecting children to write at 
length — helping them become confident in expressing their ideas and 
understanding that writing has meaning. 



How are we doing this?

• Making writing interesting, fun and purposeful
• Writing during play
• Lots of fun activities to strengthen hands, arms and shoulders
• Writing about something that interests them or is personal to them

• Very little pressure and a lot of encouragement
• Composing, scribing and acting stories out together
• Daily handwriting sheets if they’re ready
• More focussed handwriting practice in Spring, when they have the right 

underlying skills.



How can you help?
Reading:
• Spotting graphemes as you are out and about
• Leaving words around the home for them to find
• Listening to them read each day
• Encourage reading with pace, fluency and confidence. Make it sound interesting! (prosody)
• Share other books and stories, and model reading for pleasure yourself
• Practice tricky words

Writing
• Have a whiteboard or a chalkboard for them to use
• Encourage mark-making wherever you can (patio, windows, notebooks, clipboards)
• Make up funny, short stories and write them down, then encourage them to do the same
• Share any stories they write with us
• Get them cleaning the patio with bubbles and a brush, or ‘painting’ your outdoor walls with water and 

rollers/paintbrushes
• Practice writing X and doing anti-clockwise circles
• Use Letter-join to practice or print patterns. Not letters yet as these have the join!

https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/desktop_edition/patterns/index


Any Questions?

Thank you for joining us!


